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CCHC Asks Governor Pawlenty to Require Health
Commissioner to Obey State Law on Baby DNA

Citing State Health Commissioner’s Failure to Respond to CCHC's
July 12 Letter, CCHC Faxes Letter to Minnesota’s Governor Today

Minneapolis/Saint Paul — Citizens’ Council on Health Care today faxed a letter to
Governor Tim Pawlenty asking him require the Minnesota Department of Health
to comply with state law on newborn genetic testing.

On March 27, 2007, an administrative law judge ruled against the Department’s
storage and dissemination of baby blood and DNA without parent consent. On
June 26, 2007, the Department appealed the ruling but the appeal was denied.

“The Department’s appeal has been denied, yet Commissioner Mandernach has
refused to give any indication that the Department is moving toward destruction of
the 670,000 newborn blood samples taken illegally for the past ten years,” says
Twila Brase, president of CCHC.

On July 12, Ms. Brase faxed a letter to state Health Commissioner Dianne
Mandernach asking her to provide CCHC with written confirmation of the health
department’s plan and schedule for destruction of the newborn blood specimens
the Department has been storing and providing to researchers without parent
consent.

“We had no choice but to send a letter to Governor Pawlenty. As head of the

administration, the responsibility for requiring department compliance with state
law falls on his shoulders. It’s his administration,” Ms. Brase said.
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Key Documents

CCHC’s Letter to Governor Pawlenty, July 24, 2007
http://cchconline.org/pdf/PawlentyNBSletter072407w.pdf

CCHC'’s Letter to Commissioner Dianne Mandernach, July 12, 2007:
http://cchconline.org/pdf/MandernachNBSIttrW071207.pdf

Chief ALJ Raymond R. Krause’s Reconsideration Order, July 3, 2007:
http://www.oah.state.mn.us/aljBase/090017586.recon.htm

MDH Request for Reconsideration, June 27, 2007:
http://www.oah.state.mn.us/cases/health4615/090017586-recon-request.pdf

The ALJ Report (ALJ Barbara Neilsen), March 27, 2007:
http://www.oah.state.mn.us/aljBase/090017586.rr.htm

CCHC Testimony/Submitted Comments to ALJ, January 23/31, 2007:
http://www.oah.state.mn.us/cases/health4615/nbs-pc8.pdf

CCHC Attachments to Testimony, January 31, 2007:
http://www.oah.state.mn.us/cases/health4615/nbs-pc9.pdf

Office of Administrative Hearing — Newborn Screening Rule page. Includes all letters
from the public: http://www.oah.state.mn.us/cases/health4615/index.html

Citizens' Council on Health Care supports freedom for patients and doctors, medical
innovation, and the right to a confidential patient-doctor relationship.
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