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CCHC Tells Minnesota Department of Health to
Destroy lllegally Retained Baby DNA

Citing Chief Administrative Law Judge’s July 3" Reconsideration
Order, CCHC sets August 9, 2007 deadline in a letter faxed
today to Health Commissioner Dianne Mandernach.

St. Paul/Minneapolis — The MinnesotaDepartmentf Healthhasbeenholdingon
to thebloodandDNA of newbornbabieswithout legal authority,saysCitizensO
Councilon HealthCarein aletterfaxedtodayto HealthCommissioneDianne
Mandernach.

OTwagudgeshavenow ruledthatthe healthdepartmenis operatingoutsidethe
law. ThebloodandDNA of atleast670000babiesis beingstoredindefinitely and
claimedasStateproperty Thedepartments giving awaybabyDNA for genetic
researchAll of thisis aviolation of Minnesotdaw,OsaysTwila Brase president
of CCHCandsignerof theletter.

Ms. Brasetells CommissioneMandernachn theletter, Oltis now time for you
andyour departmento beginobeyingMinnesotaGsewbornscreeningandgenetic
privacylawsO

CCHC’s letter calls on Commissioner Mandernach to take the following
immediate actions to bring the health department into compliance with state

law:

1) Destroyall newbornblood specimenseldandretainedoy MDH without
thewritten informedconsenof parents.
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2) Demandmmediaterecall of all newbornblood specimenshatwere
disseminatedo the Mayo Clinic, the Universily of Minnesotaandother
researchersithout thewritteninformedconsenof parents.

3) Destroyall recallednewbornblood specimensmmediatelyuponreceipt
from Mayo, the University of Minnesotaandotherreseachers.

4) By August9, 2007,issuea pressreleasaffirming to the public thatall
retainedanddisseminatesiewbornblood specimen$avebeendestroyed,
andareno longerpropertyof the Stateof Minnesota.

CCHCO#etteralsostateshat CCHC expectsa letter from Commissioner

Mandernactby nextweek, Thursday July 19,2007 confirming herintentto carry
outnumbersl B4 aboveandherscheduleo destroyall newbornbloodsamples.

OThereshouldbe nodelay.The CommissionehasalreadyappealedhejudgeOs
decisionandlost,OsaysMs. Brase.

OTheights of childrenandparentshavebeenviolatedlong enough We expect
immediatecomplianceoy the Commissionefsheadds.
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Court Documents

Chief ALJKrause@® Reconsderation Order, July 3, 2007:
http://www.oah.state.mn.ugaljBase/09001 758G econ.htm

MDH Request for Recongderation, June27,2007:
http://www.oah.state.mn.us'caseshealth461509001 7586 recon-request. pdf

The ALJReport (ALJ BarbaraNeilsen), March 27, 2007
http://www.oah.state.mn.ugaljBase/090017586Gr.htm

CCHC Testimony/Submitted Commentsto ALJ, Januay 23/31,2007:
http://www.oah.state.mn.us cases/health4615hbs-pc8.pdf

CCHC Attachments to Testimony, Januay 31, 2007:
http://www.oah.state.mn.us'cases’health4615hbs-pc9.pdf

Office of Administrative Hearing D Newbom Screening Rule page Indudes dl letters
fromthepublic: hitp://www.oah.state.mn.us/cases/health4615index.html

Citizens' Council on Health Care supports freedom for patients and doctors, medical
innovation, and the right to a confidential patient-doctor relationship.
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